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This report presents the staff analysis of the public hearing held on April 30, 2015, including material 
submitted for the public hearing record. Included in this report are recommendations from various WMATA 
staff concerning the Potomac Yard Metrorail Station. Included in this report are the following sections: 
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2. Summary of the Public Hearing 
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4. Compact Article VI Section 15 - Other Agency Review and Comments 
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6. Public Hearing Response Analysis 
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8. Staff Recommendation 
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1 BACKGROUND 

1.1 Purpose of the Report 

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and the City of Alexandria, in cooperation with the Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA or Metro) and the National Park Service (NPS), issued  a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (Draft EIS) pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for 
construction of a proposed Potomac Yard Metrorail Station. The Draft EIS was issued and made available 
for review and comment from April 3 to May 18, 2015, with a public hearing held on April 30, 2015.  

The Public Hearing Staff Report documents the public hearing and comment period for the Draft EIS, 
including the hearing notice and proceedings, comments received at the hearing and in writing, and other 
public outreach conducted for the comment period. All comments made for the record during the public 
comment period are documented in the report, and responses are provided. This report was prepared by 
WMATA pursuant to its Compact agreement and incorporates input from FTA, NPS, and the City of 
Alexandria. The Public Hearing Staff Report is released for public comment, and comments received will be 
incorporated in a supplemental report along with the WMATA staff recommendation regarding the proposed 
project, which is described further below. The Draft EIS comments and responses will also be incorporated 
in the Final EIS, to be issued by FTA and the City of Alexandria, in cooperation with WMATA and NPS. 

1.2 Project Description 

The proposed Potomac Yard Metrorail Station consists of construction of a new Metrorail station and 
ancillary facilities located at Potomac Yard within the City of Alexandria along the existing Metrorail Blue and 
Yellow Lines between the Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport station and the Braddock Road 
station. Figure 1-1 shows the project study area in northern Alexandria and southern Arlington County. The 
project would serve existing neighborhoods and retail centers as well as high-density, transit-oriented 
development planned by the City of Alexandria. The project would provide access to the regional Metrorail 
system for the U.S. Route 1 corridor of north Alexandria.  

1.3 Project History 

The concept to build a Metrorail Station at Potomac Yard dates back as far as the Washington metropolitan 
region’s Metrorail system. The 1968 Metrorail Adopted Regional System Plan envisioned a future Metrorail 
station at Potomac Yard. The area at the time was occupied by the Richmond, Fredericksburg & Potomac 
(RF&P) Railroad Potomac Yard, and planners deferred construction of the Metrorail station until a later date. 
The omission of Potomac Yard station resulted in a long gap between Ronald Reagan National Airport 
Metrorail station in Arlington, Virginia, and Braddock Road Metrorail station in Alexandria, Virginia. 

Starting in the late 1980s RF&P began phasing out operations at the rail yard, opening up the opportunity for 
the site to be redeveloped and renewing interest in construction of a Metrorail station in its vicinity. In 1992, 
the City of Alexandria completed planning and rezoning for the site and by the late 1990s redevelopment of 
the former railroad yard commenced, with a shopping center built, followed by residential units, office space, 
retail, and park space. Today, Potomac Yard continues to see development, with higher-density mixed-use 
redevelopment under construction or planned for the site. 

Since removal of the former rail yard, multiple plans have included construction of a Metrorail station in 
Potomac Yard to serve new development. A potential Potomac Yard Metrorail Station was included in 
WMATA’s 1999 Transit Service Expansion Plan, the 2010 Financially Constrained Long-Range 
Transportation Plan for the National Capital Region (CLRP), and earlier WMATA and regional transportation 
plans. A Metrorail station at Potomac Yard was also included in the City of Alexandria’s 1992 and 2008 
Transportation Master Plans. The North Potomac Yard Concept Development Study (2010), conducted by 
the City of Alexandria and Metro, analyzed eight potential Metrorail station locations, recommending further 
examination of three locations. The North Potomac Yard Small Area Plan was adopted in 2010, which 
envisions replacement of the existing shopping center with a high-density, transit oriented neighborhood 
anchored by a Metrorail station. 
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Currently, the project area is not directly served by a regional transit system, such as Metrorail. This area is 
served by local bus services that operate in the U.S. Route 1 corridor, including the Crystal City/Potomac 
Yard Transitway (also known as “Metroway”). Direct access to the Metrorail system will facilitate regional 
transit trips. 

Due to the constrained capacity of the roadway network, additional transportation options are needed to 
support the City of Alexandria’s redevelopment plans by accommodating travel demand through transit and 
other non-auto modes. Direct regional transit access would provide more transportation choices for 
residents and workers and would enhance connections to regional employment and activity centers. 

The environmental process began in 2011 by gathering public and agency input on the scope of the EIS, 
project alternatives to be evaluated, and defining agency roles in the process. In April 2015, the Draft EIS 
was published for public and agency review and comment. On April 24, 2015 the City of Alexandria 
published the Staff Recommendation for the Preferred Alternative, which recommended Build Alternative B 
for the construction of a new station. On May 20, 2015 the City of Alexandria City Council voted 
unanimously in selecting Build Alternative B as the Preferred Alternative. 

1.4 Draft Environmental Impact Statement and General Plans 

As part of the project approval process, the Draft EIS was prepared to provide the public, local governments, 
and environmental agencies with a description of the potential effects of the proposed Potomac Yard 
Metrorail Station.  

The purpose of the Draft EIS is to assist decision-makers in the assessment of impacts associated with 
constructing and operating the Potomac Yard Station. The Draft EIS examined the impacts of various station 
alternatives (including building no station, i.e., the “No Build Alternative”). The document addresses the 
expected environmental and transportation impacts of the project, and outlined potential mitigation 
measures. The Project Team developed General Plans of each alternative’s location and proposed design 
to accompany the Draft EIS. 

WMATA’s Compact requires that the Board of Directors, in amending the mass transit plan, consider current 
and prospective conditions in WMATA’s service area, or transit zone, should the project be built. The transit 
zone includes the City of Alexandria and considerations include, without limitation, land use, population, 
economic factors affecting development plans, existing and proposed transportation and transit facilities, any 
dislocation of families or businesses, preservation of the beauty and dignity of the Nation’s Capital, factors 
affecting environmental amenities and aesthetics, and financial resources.  

1.4.1 Alternatives Considered 

The Draft EIS evaluated three Build Alternatives and one design option that meet the project’s purpose and 
need. The Draft EIS included a No Build Alternative, which describes what would happen if no station was 
built and provides a baseline to compare impacts. The No Build Alternative includes planned transportation 
projects expected to be finished by 2040, except the Potomac Yard Metrorail Station. The Build Alternatives 
are described below, shown on Figure 1-2 and summarized in Table 1-1.  

¶ Build Alternative A is located along the existing Metrorail tracks between the CSX Transportation 
(CSXT) railroad tracks and the north end of the Potomac Greens neighborhood, generally within the 
“Metrorail Reservation” identified as part of the Potomac Yard/Potomac Greens Small Area Plan 
(1999). Two construction access options for Build Alternative A were assessed in the Draft EIS: 

o Option 1 – access to construction staging areas from the George Washington Memorial 
Parkway, Potomac Greens Drive, and the Rail Park, with relatively limited construction 
access from Potomac Yard. 

o Option 2 – access to construction staging areas from Potomac Greens Drive and the Rail 
Park, with relatively limited construction access from Potomac Yard, and no access from the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway.  



Public Hearing Staff Report 

 

September 2015 Proposed Potomac Yard Metrorail Station 7 

¶ Build Alternative B is located between the George Washington Memorial Parkway and the CSXT 
railroad tracks north of the Potomac Greens neighborhood, and east of the existing Potomac Yard 
Shopping Center. Portions of Build Alternative B would be located within the Greens Scenic Area, a 
NPS-administered easement located within the City’s Potomac Greens Park. Two construction 
access options for Build Alternative B were assessed in the Draft EIS: 

o Option 1 – access to construction staging areas from the George Washington Memorial 
Parkway, Potomac Greens Drive, and the Rail Park, with relatively limited construction 
access from Potomac Yard. 

o Option 2 – access to construction staging areas from Potomac Greens Drive and the Rail 
Park, with relatively limited construction access from Potomac Yard, and no access from the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway. 

¶ B-CSX Design Option is located east of the existing Potomac Yard movie theater on land currently 
occupied by the CSXT railroad tracks. This design option of Alternative B would require relocation of 
the CSXT tracks to the west, providing the room necessary for the station and realigned Metrorail 
track to avoid George Washington Memorial Parkway property and the Greens Scenic Area 
easement. 

¶ Build Alternative D is located west of the CSXT railroad tracks near the existing Potomac Yard 
Shopping Center. The alternative would require elevated tracks starting north of Four Mile Run, 
crossing over the CSXT tracks into Potomac Yard, and then crossing over the CSXT tracks again to 
reconnect to the existing Metrorail line behind Potomac Greens. 

Table 1-1: Build Alternatives Characteristics 

Alternative 

Grade and 
Layout of 
Station Track Work Facilities for Station Access 

Additional Structures 
Required 

Build 
Alternative A 

At-grade, side 
platforms 

Minimal track 
work 

Two pedestrian bridges over 
CSXT right-of-way; access to 
Potomac Greens via walkway 

None 

Build 
Alternative B 

At-grade, side 
platforms 

Moderate 
track work 

Two pedestrian bridges over 
CSXT right-of-way; access to 
Potomac Greens via walkway 

Structures (retaining wall) to 
support new track and station 

B-CSX 
Design 
Option 

At-grade, side 
platforms 

Major track 
work, 
including 
realignment of 
CSXT tracks 

Two pedestrian bridges over 
CSXT right-of-way 

None 

Build 
Alternative D 

Aerial, center 
platform 

Major track 
work None 

Two aerial structures over CSXT 
right-of-way, one Metrorail bridge 
over Four Mile Run, aerial track 
and supports, and retaining wall 
replacement on the east and 
west sides of the tracks north of 
the existing Metrorail portal. New 
structures would pass over the 
existing Metrorail tracks, which 
would be removed following 
construction 
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Figure 1-1: Potomac Yard Draft EIS Study Area 

 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































